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Reconciliation is at the heart of what it
means to be a follower of Jesus.

When conflict and division surround us we are
called to be healers and reconcilers.

The work of reconciliation begins as we seek to
understand that which divides vus.

We commit ourselves to this work in our
Baptismal Covenant, promising to “seek and
serve Christ in all persons “and to “strive for

justice and peace among all people.”

from the Race and Reconciliation Committee of the
Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina)




The people of Good Samaritan are entering a year-long exploration of
how we can grow as neighbors, especially as reconcilers and healers
around issues of race and ethnicity.

We are all journeying together to examine our own biases, privileges,
and stories of race and ethnicity, to think about how we can take
helpful next steps to listen to the stories of people of many
backgrounds and perspectives, and to grow in our faith as we strive
toward God's dream of beloved community.

There are no experts in this work, and we are all students, all with
something new to learn, try, or ponder.

Listen & Learn: Guest Preachers, Speakers & Musicians 3
Read, Listen & Discuss: Study Groups 6
Mobile Library For All Ages 8
Workshops/One Day Experiences 9
Harris, Alpha & Good Sam(s 11
Civil Rights Pilgrimage 12
Calendar 13
Notes 14

This work is supported by a generous

Formative Power of Your Congregation grant
from the Indiana Center for Congregations.



https://centerforcongregations.org/

Listen & Learn: Guest Preachers, Speakers & Musicians

Sunday, September 8: Rodnie Bryant will be our guest musician
and lead a workshop on African American music after the service.
An Indianapolis native, he has had an illustrious career as a
director, producer and music arranger. The founder of the
Christian Community Mass Choir, Rodnie has been nominated for
Grammy, Stellar and Soul Train awards and has helped produce a
number of aloums that have been influential in the gospel music
world.

Tuesday, September 10: Shelly Fitzgerald will be our speaker at Pub
Theology. Shelly was the Co-Director of Guidance and was employed for 15 years
at an Indianapolis Catholic school before being told that her marriage with her
wife Victoria was a violation of her contract. Administrators gave her three
options: dissolve her marriage, resign, or keep quiet and work the rest of the
school year without receiving a renewal of her contract. Shelly chose to fight.
This decision was not to fight just for herself, but for all people who face
discrimination. Shelly, and the students of Shelly's Voice, have become a beacon
of hope shining light on the dark shadows of selective discrimination and
unequal treatment of LGBTQ+ individuals in our schools, the workplace and our community at large.

Sunday, September 22: The Rev. Dr. Leah Gunning Francis will be our
guest preacher and lead a conversation time after worship. She is the Vice
President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty at Christian
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana. She is also the author of the
book Ferguson and Faith: Sparking Leadership and Awakening Community
(Chalice Press, 2015). She interviewed more than two dozen clergy and young
activists who were actively involved in the movement for racial justice in
Ferguson and beyond. Ferguson and Faith is a collection of stories of courage
and hope. Dr. Gunning Francis gleaned from these stories seeds of possibilities
that, if nurtured, could serve us well into the future. These are the stories that were rarely imaged on
television, yet they are integral to the fight for justice in Ferguson and resonate with the struggle for
human dignity around the country.

Tuesday, October 15: The Rev. Winterbourne LaPucelle Harrison-Jones
will be our guest for Pub Theology. Harrison-Jones is a scholar, author,
ecclesial leader, and distinguished churchman out of the lineage of Dr.
William Augustus Jones, Dr. James Forbes, Dr. Mordecai Wyatt Johnson and
Dr. Howard Thurman. He is the Pastor of the historic Witherspoon
Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, Indiana. His credo is shaped by words of
the noted scholar, theologian and 1926 graduate of Rochester Theological
Seminary, Dr. Howard Thurman; cDon(t ask what the world needs. Ask what
makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world needs is people
who have come alively
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