
 

 
 

Followers of Jesus, with open minds and hearts to serve 
Sunday, September 16, 2018 

 
 

 
 

Good Samaritan Episcopal Church is a growing community of open-minded Christians who seek to do what 
Jesus taught us: to include, love, and serve all people without exception. We are a new church without walls, 

and we meet in places where we can serve and be with our neighbors. We seek to build a diverse fellowship, and 
we welcome all who want to ask deep questions and put faith into action. 
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Welcome! We’re so glad you’re here. You’ll find our order for worship in the pages that follow. On the back 
page, there’s more information about upcoming Good Samaritan events and today’s activities, as well as a Get 
Connected form if you’d like to let us know more about you. We promise to follow up only in the ways you 
request! 
 
Announcements                  ​Nanci Slagle

 
Opening Hymn: ​When Morning Gilds The Skies​ ​(standing, as you are able)   

 
Opening Acclamation ​ ​(standing, as you are able)  
Presider Blessed be the One, Holy, Living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever.  
Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no secrets  

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we  

1 



may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Song of Praise: Take Up Your Cross 

 
 
The Prayer (Collect) of the Day   
Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider ​         O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy  

Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives  
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. ​ Amen. 

 
A Reading from Holy Scripture​: ​James 3:1-12 ​ ​The congregation is seated. 
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach 
will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no 
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into 
the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though 
they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits. 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among 
our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is 
itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed 
and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the 
likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought 
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not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig 
tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Alleluia ​ ​(standing, as you are able)   

 
 
The Holy Gospel:​ ​Mark 8:27-38 ​(standing, as you are able)  
 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all 
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 
 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.”  
 
Deacon The Gospel of our Lord. 
People Praise to you, Jesus Christ. 
 
The Alleluia  ​(repeated)   
 
The Sermon        The Rev. Dr. Gray Lesesne 
 
The Affirmation of Faith         ​(from the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer)     

You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
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You have always been with us. 
You are God.  

You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. 
You are God. 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
You are our God. We worship you. 

 
The Prayers of the People​ ​(read responsively between the Litanist and the People) 
Litanist Holy God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People That we all may be one. 
 
Litanist Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
Litanist Remembering Jennifer, our Bishop, and Mauricio, our Companion Bishop in Brasilia, we  

pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
Litanist Remembering Donald, our President, and Eric, our Governor, we pray for all who govern and  

hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Litanist Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Litanist Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Litanist Give to the departed eternal rest. 
People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Litanist We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
The Presider adds a concluding prayer. 
 
The Peace 
Presider  The peace of God be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 

4 



The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory ​: ​Give Me Jesus Jeremy Camp 
In the morning, when I rise 
In the morning, when I rise 

In the morning, when I rise 
Give me Jesus 

Give me Jesus 
Give me Jesus 
You can have all this world 
Just give me Jesus 

When I am alone 
When I am alone 
Oh, when I am alone 
Give me Jesus 

Give me Jesus 
Give me Jesus 

You can have all this world 
Just give me Jesus 

Jesus 
Give me Jesus 

When I come to die 
When I come to die 
Oh, when I come to die 
Give me Jesus 
Give me Jesus 

The people’s offerings are collected to support the ongoing work and ministry of our community. ​If you 
wish to make a gift by text, simply send the dollar amount you wish to give to 73256 with the keyword 
GoodSams, followed by a space, and then a dollar amount. For example, “Good Sams 15” 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 3 
Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
The Presider continues        
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus 
Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the 
foundations of the world and enclosed the sea; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave 
breath to humankind. 

 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the 
morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we sing with joy:  
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The Presider continues 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to 
yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of 
your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and 
give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, 
brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.  
 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
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After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of 
you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, 
the resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts 
your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:  
 
Presider and People  
Dying, you destroyed our death.  
Rising, you restored our life.  
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 

 
The Presider continues 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and 
Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice 
and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with 
all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.  

 
Presider and People 
Blessed are you now and forever. AMEN.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider And now, as Our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider Alleluia. The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.  
People We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. Alleluia. 
 
All who are followers of Christ, regardless of your church background (or not!), are warmly welcome to receive 
the gifts of bread and wine in Holy Communion. Come forward and the priest will place a piece of bread into 
your palm. ​Gluten-free bread is available; simply ask the minister. ​ As the cup of wine passes, you may 
either dip the bread into the wine, or drink from the cup.  If you do not wish to receive bread and wine, we 
welcome you to come forward anyway and to cross your arms over your chest. The priest will say a prayer for 
God’s blessing upon you. 
   
Anthem During Communion: ​I Surrender All  Eric Dawkins 
All to Jesus I surrender 
All to Him I freely give 
I will ever love and trust Him 
In His presence daily live 
All to Jesus I surrender 

Humbly at His feet I bow 
Worldly pleasures all forsaken 

Take me, Jesus, take me now, 
I surrender all 
I surrender all 
All to Thee my blessed Savior 
I surrender all 

All to Jesus I surrender 
Make me Savior wholly thine 
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