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Good Samaritan Episcopal Church is a growing community of open-minded Christians who seek to do what

Jesus taught us: to include, love, and serve all people without exception. We are a new church without walls,

and we meet in places where we can serve and be with our neighbors. We seek to build a diverse fellowship,
and we welcome all who want to ask deep questions and put faith into action.
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Welcome & Announcements Nanci Slagle

Advent Wreath Lighting (standing, as you are able)

Presider God’s Word is coming.

People We listen and wait with anticipation.

Presider A voice cries out and declares the Promise of Peace.

People We stand in awe.

Presider Those who were poor will be rich, those who were outsiders will be the chosen ones.
People All people will embrace each other.

Presider Today, we light the candle of Peace.

People Our peace comes from God.

(As the hymn is sung, the Advent Wreath is lit.)

Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel (verses 1-4)
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1 here un - dl the Son of God ap - pear.

2 show, and teach us in her ways to  go.
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Opening Acclamation (standing, as you are able)
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
You come to your people and set them free.

Presider
People

Collect for Purity (sung by all, in repetition)
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The Prayer (Collect) of the Day
Presider God be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare

the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from Holy Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her
sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for
ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
See, the Lord God comes with might, and God’s arm rules; the reward is with God, and God’s
recompense is before God. The Holy One will feed the flock like a shepherd; God will gather the lambs
in arms, and carry them in God’s bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader
People



Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 (The Musician-in-Residence will lead the congregation in singing the refrain, and he
will sing the individual verses.)

Refrain: Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their sins.

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, for God is speaking peace to God’s faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to God.

9 Truly, salvation is very near to those who fear God, that God’s glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before God, and peace shall be a pathway for God’s feet.

The Holy Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 (standing, as you are able)
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Jesus Christ.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet
Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,””

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”

Gospeller The Gospel of our Lord.

People Praise to you, Jesus Christ.
The Sermon The Rev. Erin Hougland
An Affirmation of Faith: An Advent Creed (standing, as you are able) Lisa Frenz

We believe in one God, who is Creator,
maker of all that is seen and all that is not.
Who is Ruler of the universe: Source of all creation!

We believe in one God, who is Jesus Christ,

God from God, Light from Light, true God and true human.
He is one with the Creator;

the Word made flesh, our Messiah: Savior of all creation!

We believe in one God, who is Holy Spirit,

Breath of God moving among us;

Who is one with the Creator; one with the Christ;

our Comforter and our Guide: Mentor of all creation! Amen.



The Prayers of the People (read responsively between the Litanist and People)

Presider

Leader
People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

Presider

Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with confidence before our Maker
and Redeemer.

That God may bring in God’s kingdom with justice and mercy; let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That God may establish among the nations God’s sceptre of righteousness, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures and recognize him in the breaking of the bread,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That God may bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick and raise up all who have fallen,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That the light of God’s coming may dawn on all who live in darkness and the shadow of
death; let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

That, with all the saints in light, we may shine forth as lights for the world, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to the mercy and protection of our
Almighty God:

Holy One, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to seek and to save the lost;
so may he come again to find in us the completion of his redeeming work; for he is now
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

The Confession of Sin and Absolution

Presider

All

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will
disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore, in the light of Christ, let us confess our sins.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



The Presider announces God’s forgiveness and absolution.

The Peace
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The Offertory: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

The people’s offerings are collected to support the ongoing work and ministry of our community. If you wish
to make a gift by text, simply send the dollar amount you wish to give to 73256 with the keyword GoodSams,
followed by a space, and then a dollar amount. For example, “GoodSams 15”

The Eucharistic Prayer From Common Worship in The Church of England
Presider God be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider continues

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through Jesus Christ your Son.
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before
the foundation of the world to open for us the way of salvation. Confident that your promise will be
fulfilled, we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. And so we join our
voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven to proclaim your glory for ever
praising you and saying:
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The Presider continues

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:

Presider and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The presider continues

And so, Almighty God, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the
sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit
on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that
we, in the company of Mary, Joseph, and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor
and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer
Presider And now, as Our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Presider We break this bread together to share in the Body of Christ.
People We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

All who are followers of Christ, regardless of your church background (or not!), are warmly welcome to
receive the gifts of bread and wine in Holy Communion. Come forward and the priest will place a piece of
bread into your palm. As the cup of wine passes, you may either dip the bread into the wine, or drink from the
cup. If you do not wish to receive bread and wine, we welcome you to come forward anyway and to cross your
arms over your chest. The priest will say a prayer for God’s blessing upon you.

Anthem During Communion: Lo, He Comes With Clouds Ascending

Hymn After Communion: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People



Postcommunion Prayer (said by all)

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing of the People

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and make
you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God Almighty: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, preserve and keep you, now and always. Amen.






